POLAND AND HER NEIGHBOURS
doms: the Eastern Russians under the power that was
Muscovy but was fast becoming Russia; the Western
Russians in the Lithuanian division of Poland. When
Ivan died in 1584 he had ended the power exerted in his
kingdom by the boyars, or great barons; but the
country was then afflicted for over thirty years by
internal dissensions, which so weakened it that a Polisn
prince, Wladislaw IV., was actually able to crown him-
self Czar at Moscow. A more successful era in the history
of the kingdom was inaugurated by the accession of
Michael Romanoff, who, with his father's assistance,
ended the internal strife, and laid the foundations of the
1 by his successors, Alexis and Theo-
Subsequently Western culture and custom began
to penetrate into Russia, where they found expression
through the genius of Peter the Great (1685^1725). His
internal reforms and capacity for organization first gave
Russia a place among the great nations of Europe.
Peter tie Great succeeded in building up a powerful
internal administration in his country. There was much
for Russia and the Russians to learn, and throughout his
reign the country was highly receptive, largely influenced
by outside nations, but exercising little influence in its
turn, save upon its immediate neighbours of Poland and
Turkey. To Peter, the rapid decay of Poland was plainly
apparent, and the scheme afterwards elaborated by his
successors,' of encouraging the disintegrating factors in
the Polish state and so making Poland in every way
subservient to Russia, was of his inception, fa earlier
reigns Russia had seriously put forward candidates for
election to the throne of Poland, and several Czars had
been disappointed in the hopes they naturally based on
the support they received, as orthodox rulers, in orthodox
Lithuania, as against Catholic princes from Western
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